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Boyd Building Circa 1793
Greensboro

Private

Lot 15 in Greensboro, located on the southwest corner of Main
Street and Sunset Avenue, was sold in 1793 to Nehemiah Townsend, Inn
Keeper. Possibly the remaining portion of the Boyd building dates
from Townsend's period. The brick building is covered with stucco
and now used as a store. It appears to have been a 3 bay long, two-
story building with a two bay long one-story wing, the latter having

been removed when the Highway Department widened Sunset Avenue about
1950.

The form of the house 1s vernacular and 1s related to the form
of the Peter Harrington House. 1Its former addition created a house

which was similar to Bullock Brick House as 1t appeared around the
turn of the century.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Boyd Building is one of Greensboro's early vernacular
buildings. It is located on the southwest corner of Main Street
and Sunset Avenue, and is a three bay long, two story, brick building
which has been covered with stucco.

Across its first story facade is an awning protecting the store
window and two doors. The second story windows appear to be closer
to the original, although the sills have been replaced when the
stucco was applied. On the south end of the 'A' roof is a brick
chimney without stucco.

Its north gable has a single window with awning in the attic,
with a door on the second story and a wood stair thereto. On the
first story is a picture window. One interesting feature of the
building which appears to be original is located at attic floor
level. It appears to be the end of a girder protruding enough for
insertion of a pin, much the way interior framing is tied together.
This one feature probably is an indication of the building being
two rooms deep. |

At one time there was a one story addition on the north gable
with an extension from its back along Sunset Avenue. This was torn
down supposedly for safety reasons.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Boyd Building appears to be one of Greensboro's first dwel-
lings and may be contemporary with the Peter Harrington House and
the David Whiting House. For this reason it would be a good build-
ing to research to gain a better knowledge of the growth of

Greensboro.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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